
The FoodLink Network: Food Transition in the Lisbon Metropolitan Area
Lisbon, 17 September 2026



Network of public and private entities, created to combine food transition planning with spatial planning and 

territorial.

Milestones:

 officially launched in 2022;

 collaborative ecosystem – currently brings together 41 partners (public, private, academia and NGO’s) 

under the scientific coordination of ICS-ULisboa.

WHAT IS THE FOODLINK NETWORK?
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FOODLINK NETWORK – 41 PARTNERS



By 2030, the metropolitan area's food supply could be secured locally based on:

 sustainable production methods, which include organic production, integrated 

production/protection, agroecology, and sustainable fisheries and aquaculture;

 innovative solutions, namely in the areas of irrigation water management, reduction of 

pesticides, soil conservation and nutrient balance, as well as climate adaptation, energy efficiency, 

and alternative energies;

 low-carbon distribution networks and local food circuits that meet inclusion and food safety 

criteria;

 sustainable consumption with a positive impact on health and well-being, linked to the reduction of 

food waste and the treatment and recovery of organic food waste;

 environmental quality and biodiversity conservation by strengthening the ecological 

connectivity of sustainable production areas.

VISION



FoodLink, as collaborative platform of public and private entities, pursues three main principles:

 sustainability regarding the soil, water, biodiversity, and energy nexus, aiming at a healthy, 

sustainable, inclusive, and responsible food of the metropolitan population;

 promotion of a strategy oriented towards a circular, resilient and local economy, with attention to 

climate adaptation, job creation, promotion of health and well-being and respect for social equity; 

 safeguarding the mediterranean diet, reinforcing cultural identity, while encouraging scientific 

and technological innovation in the various components of the food system, contributing to the training, 

capacity-building, and awareness-raising of active agents in the food system and committing to 

increasing food literacy and the transition to digitalization.

GUIDING PRINCIPLES



Axis 1 – Planning the Territory for Food Transition

 Define a planning and management strategy for the metropolitan food system in a systemic and 

participatory way, with the aiming of safeguarding soils with strategic potential for agricultural 

production, integrating this issue in the territorial management instruments and in the various 

instruments of Public Policies.

 Promote territorial planning processes oriented to guarantee greater food security, economic 

and energy efficiency, environmental and landscape quality, biodiversity conservation, adaptation 

to climate change, job creation, promoting urban-rural dynamics, circular economy, and local 

development.

 Enhance the Metropolitan Ecological Structure according to a multifunctional and systemic 

approach, integrating, whenever possible, areas of sustainable production, connecting urban and 

rural areas, enhancing production opportunities and the wellbeing of the local population.

 Promote good management practices of the soil, water, biodiversity, and energy nexus and promote 

their dynamization / implementation. 

STRATEGIC AXES AND OBJECTIVES



STRATEGIC AXES AND OBJECTIVES

Axis 2 – Food Transition as a Vector of Socio-Territorial Cohesion

 Support the organization of short circuits to guarantee local supply, strengthening the link 

between producers and consumers.

 Promote the reduction of food waste in the different links of the food chain (production, 

transformation, distribution, and consumption).

 Support the existence of local, formal, and informal markets, to create valorization mechanisms 

for the purchase of local products.

 Promote social agriculture for its contribution to cohesion and revitalization of community life.

 Promote sustainable production practices to contribute to a healthier and more sustainable food 

system, which values local cultivated varieties. 



STRATEGIC AXES AND OBJECTIVES

Axis 3 – Empowering and educating for Food Transition

 Promote the operationalization of the strategy and dynamization of the FoodLink Network.

 Promote a communication campaign for responsible eating and promotion of the FoodLink brand.

 Promote the mediterranean diet.

 Promote the training, capacity building and education in food literacy of all the actors of the 

metropolitan food system.

 Promote the adoption of sustainable food practices.

 Integrate national and international networks that position the network in a wider context and 

enrich its experience and knowledge. 



FoodLink brings together a diverse set of LMA

territories, initiatives and actors, who are

committed to collaborate towards the planning and

management of their food system.

COMMITMENTS



STRATEGIC ALIGNMENT

Global and European Level

 Sustainable Development Goals – United Nations 2030 Agenda: SDG 2, SDG 3, SDG 12, SDG 14 and 

SDG 15

 European Green Deal: Pillar 1, Pillar 4, Pillar 5, Pillar 6 and Pillar 9

 ‘Farm to Fork’ Strategy – a strategy that aims for the sustainability of the food chain, both in its production 

model and in its marketing and consumption model

 Biodiversity Strategy for 2030 – which aims to put Europe’s biodiversity on a path to recovery by 2030, for 

the benefit of people, climate and the planet

 CAP (Common Agricultural Policy) Strategic Plan 2023-2027

 Mission Starfish 2030: Restore our Ocean and Waters

 Urban Agenda for the European Union



STRATEGIC ALIGNMENT

National and Regional Level

 National Spatial Planning Policy Programme (PNPOT) 

 Innovation Agenda for Agriculture 2030 – Terra Futura (Future Earth)

 National Strategy (and Action Plan) for the Sea 2021-2030

 Metropolitan Climate Change Adaptation Plan

 Lisbon Regional Strategy 2030

 Lisbon Regional Smart Specialisation Strategy (RIS3 Lisbon 2021-2027)

 (Regional Spatial Planning Programme for West Lisbon and Tagus Valley (PROT.LOVT))



Achieving FoodLink’s objectives requires a joint effort between public and private actors, promoting synergies

and ensuring that the LMA is at the forefront of food sustainability and food security for future generations.

The capacity (political, financial and technical) to define and implement a model, which will ensure effective

and strong governance of our metropolitan food system is our main challenge.



Achieving FoodLink’s objectives requires a joint effort between public and private actors, promoting synergies

and ensuring that the LMA is at the forefront of food sustainability and food security for future generations.

The capacity (political, financial and technical) to define and implement a model, which will ensure effective

and strong governance of our metropolitan food system is our main challenge.



Thank you!

Ana Faustino | ana.faustino@ccdr-lvt.pt

João Lopes | joao.lopes@aml.pt
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