
Urban Agenda for the EU - Water Sensitive City Partnership

CULTURAL H.ID.RA.N.T.
Cultural Hidden IDentities ReAppear through Networks of WaTer(2020-2024)

Green & Blue Urban Regeneration,  Hydro- Heritage

Chalandri, Greece

About the initiative
The project re-integrates a cultural heritage site in modern urban life by reconstituting its
contemporary use value as a shared historical and natural asset and as a community network. ​
Water becomes an ambassador of cultural heritage while cultural heritage reintroduces the sustainable
use of water for an endogenous and resilient development.
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water use

Approach
Regenerated the Hadrian Aqueduct as a living cultural
and water infrastructure.
Linked green corridors, microclimate improvement and
new public spaces.
Created a non-drinkable water network with smart
meters and digital management tools.
Used participatory design, local history work and
community events to build ownership.

Policy links

Linked to the investment plan by Attica’s Regional Authority
for the inter-municipal  regeneration of Hadrian Aqueduct.
The project’s Its follow-up focuses on data-based policy
design, cross-department collaboration and stronger links
between the municipality, civil society and local
stakeholders.

Results
Cross-sector collaboration brought together municipal
services, the water company, heritage actors, schools and
citizens.
1,500 m² co-designed space
green spaces: 180 new trees, 14,800 new bushes
non-potable water reuse network
53.1% reported improved satisfaction with living in the
city

Replication conditions
Map heritage-water assets and define their contemporary
use value.
Combine urban design, water engineering, culture,
education and participation from the start.
Create a governance model for maintenance, water
delivery and community stewardship.
Use pilots, data and co-design to move from isolated sites
to wider urban policy.

Key lessons
Hydro-heritage should not be treated only as a monument. When linked to water reuse,
public space design, local memory and citizen stewardship, it can support contemporary
urban challenges and become a platform for climate-resilient neighbourhoods.

Key partners: Mun. of Halandri;
Commonspace, water supply company,
architecture and urban design company,
institute, university, non-profit, minstry.
Funding: UIA €3,133,296 (ERDF)
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