








What is food procurement?























Buy Better Food Campaign





EU FPC Manifesto Minimum 
Mandatory Criteria





Freeing Public Procurement 
Campaign

Launched in 2024 by France Urbaine and other 
French/Belgian organisation FPP campaign calls for: 

1) Redefine food from a global health and environmental 
perspective

2) Bring together in a single regulation the scattered 
requirements throughout EU law

3) Allow free choice of procedure for 50% of the annual 
volume of food purchases 





School Food 4 Change

Type: EU Horizon Project 

Focus: Healthy sustainable school 
meals

Triple impact approach: 
1. Improve food tenders 

2. Train cooks/chefs and kitchen 
teams

3. Food education















Different Procurement Models



Procurement Handbook

1. Organic production + biodiversity protection

2. Nutrition, quality, taste, freshness and seasonality

3. GHG emissions reduction

4. Reduction of food poverty + inequality

5. Food education, food culture, culinary traditions

6. Small farmers and social integration

7. Fair trade and decent labour conditions



Different Procurement Criteria

1. Selection criteria (SC), aim to establish if tenderers have the capacity to deliver the sustainability 

requirements. They may address previous experience and references, supply chain management 

systems, access to a dietician specialist, etc.;

2. Technical specifications (TS), are mandatory requirements which have a pass/fail nature;

3. Award criteria (AC), against which tenders compliant with the TS are evaluated. They reward 

better performance progressively and they can relate both to cost (including life-cycle cost) and 

quality. To define and verify performance under award criteria, the contracting authority may refer 

to labels or certifications. The points [X] assigned to each criterion should be determined by the 

contracting authority, taking account of the totality of the requirements and criteria included in the 

tender;

4. Contract performance clauses (CPC), conditions that relate to the contract management stage. 

These must be advertised in advance and be linked to the subject-matter of the tender.



Encouraging small/local suppliers

Pre-procurement market engagement: At the pre-procurement stage, bidders should be asked about 

their ability to employ disabled or disadvantaged workers and to source food products from small 

farmers and which do not originate from factory farming. The importance to the contracting 

authority of including such workers, producers and products in food and catering contracts wherever 

possible should be emphasised, and bidders asked about any perceived barriers to their participation 

(e.g. cost, volume or specification of food products, delivery times etc.) so that these can be avoided in 

the procurement criteria. The impact of dividing the contract into smaller lots should also be discussed, 

as this may encourage participation by smaller operators, social enterprises etc.

NB: It is important to avoid any unfair advantage or disadvantage for bidders arising from the pre-

procurement stage. A key step is to include a copy of any information you provide in the tender 

documents.

























https://supereroiatavola.net/
https://supereroiatavola.net/










Resources





Thank you!

Jean-Marc.Louvin@iclei.org
Monika.Rut@iclie.org
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