
Handbook
A comprehensive reference document 
designed to support strategic planning by 
compiling policy concepts, governance 
models, and real-​world applications on a 
specific urban topic.

Guides local and regional authorities in shaping urban 
policies by offering conceptual frameworks, 
implementation tools, and curated examples adapted 
to different governance contexts.

Sustainable and Circular Re-​Use of 
Spaces and Buildings Handbook 
Circular Economy Parntership

Local Level

National Level

This handbook provides guidance for cities and regions on how to identify and 
transform underused or abandoned buildings through circular and sustainable 
strategies. It promotes models like Urban Re-​use Agencies and highlights best 
practices from cities like Oslo and Prato.

Policy 
Recommendations
A concise set of actionable proposals 
aimed at influencing legislation, policy 
frameworks, or institutional practices 
at various governance levels.

Provides targeted advice to policymakers for 
adapting, aligning, or improving urban policies 
based on Partnership findings.

Better Regulation for a Circular Economy 
Circular Economy Partnership

Local Level

National Level

EU Level

Better 
Regulation

This set of policy recommendations focused on how EU and national waste 
legislation could better support urban circular economy initiatives, especially in the 
reuse of materials from waste streams. It proposed legal adaptations to remove 
barriers to local reuse and recycling efforts.

Position Paper
A concise document outlining a 
Thematic Partnership’s stance on a 
specific topic, and providing policy 
recommendations.

Influences policymakers by advocating changes in 
EU policy and decision-​making at various levels.

Position paper to the  European Commission 
on Urban Green Infrastructure (GI) Funding 
Greening Cities Partnership

EU Level

Better 
Regulation

This position paper presents the key funding challenges cities face in delivering green 
infrastructure and calls on the EU to reform financial systems to better support urban 
greening. It outlines nine strategic recommendations to simplify access, enable 
maintenance funding, and integrate GI priorities across EU and national programmes.

Political Declaration/
Pact/Charter
A formal, non-​binding agreement that 
expresses shared political commitment 
among urban stakeholders to pursue 
common goals or principles.

Strengthens political ownership and strategic alignment 
by creating a common reference framework and 
encouraging voluntary action across governance levels.

Join, Boost, Sustain – Declaration on 
Digital Transformation in Cities
Digital Transition Partnership

This political declaration promotes a ‘European way’ of digital transformation in 
cities. It aims to define a financial, technical, ethical and legal framework for 
digitalisation in Europe, while seeking to ensure technological leadership in the EU 
and respect European values and diversity. 

Local Level

National Level

EU Level

Better 
Funding

Better 
Regulation

Guidance 
Document
A practical, task-​oriented document 
offering step-​by-​step advice or procedures 
to help policymakers and practitioners 
apply specific tools, methods, or 
regulations in urban contexts.

Supports local and regional authorities in implementing 
targeted solutions by translating complex concepts or policies 
into concrete actions.

Deployment Desks for Building Retrofitting
Energy Transition Partnership

Local Level

National Level

This guidance document details how to create and operate local or regional 
deployment desks that act as one-​stop offices for energy retrofitting. These desks 
serve municipalities and property owners with technical support, financial advice, 
and project coordination.

Better 
Regulation

Better 
Knowledge

A structured plan that outlines sequential 
steps, milestones, and responsibilities for 
achieving a specific urban policy objective 
over time.

Provides a clear implementation trajectory, helping 
stakeholders align actions, coordinate efforts, and track 
progress toward shared urban goals.

Roadmap for a Circular Resource 
Efficiency in Cities
Circular Economy Partnership

This roadmap sets out strategic priorities for enabling circular resource flows at 
urban level, focusing on waste reduction, reuse, and material recovery. It defines 
clear action areas for local governments, national ministries, and EU institutions, and 
proposes sequencing to build momentum over time. The document helps cities align 
circular economy efforts with EU environmental targets and national frameworks.

Roadmap

Better 
Regulation

Better 
Knowledge

Local Level

National Level

EU Level

Code of Good 
Practices
A curated set of agreed principles, 
methods, and examples that reflect 
effective and ethical practices in a specific 
area of urban policy or implementation.

Promotes shared standards and replicable models by 
showcasing tested approaches, facilitating peer learning, and 
guiding urban stakeholders toward more effective actions.

Code of Good Practices for Cities
Air Quality Partnership

The Code of Good Practices compiled by the Air Quality Partnership gathers 
successful examples and policy tips to support cities in drafting and implementing 
air quality plans. It builds on real experiences from local and regional governments 
and complements the Partnership’s work on regulatory and funding 
recommendations.

Local Level

National Level

EU Level

Better 
Regulation

Better 
Knowledge

Policy Lab
A structured, participatory workshop 
format that brings together stakeholders 
to co-​create, test, and refine policy 
approaches in response to complex 
urban challenges.

Facilitates mutual learning and experimentation by 
creating a safe space for dialogue, scenario testing, and 
development of policy recommendations or prototypes.

Policy Labs on Urban Poverty
Urban Poverty Partnership

Three Policy Labs were organised by URBACT under the Urban Poverty Partnership 
to explore how Local Pacts can be used to regenerate deprived urban areas. These 
Labs engaged stakeholders from four countries (France, Germany, Poland, and 
Spain), fostering exchange on strategies for tackling spatial and social exclusion. 
The outcomes fed into detailed guidelines and policy recommendations.

Local Level

National Level

EU Level

Better 
Regulation

Better 
Knowledge

Feasibility Study
An analytical document assessing the 
viability, risks, benefits, and 
implementation requirements of a 
proposed urban policy action, 
programme, or intervention.

Supports evidence-​based decision-​making by evaluating 
whether a specific idea or solution is technically, 
economically, socially, and environmentally feasible in a 
given urban context.

Feasibility Study for a Child Guarantee
Urban Poverty Partnership

The Urban Poverty Partnership contributed to the 2020 European Commission 
Feasibility Study for a Child Guarantee, which assessed how to deliver free 
healthcare, education, childcare, decent housing, and adequate nutrition to children 
in need across Member States. The study provided the evidence base for the 
Commission’s Recommendation establishing the European Child Guarantee in 2021.

Local Level

National Level

EU Level

Better 
Regulation

Better 
Knowledge

Strategy
A structured, long-​term plan that 
outlines a city's or organisation’s 
priorities, objectives, and actions to 
achieve specific urban policy goals.

Provides a coherent roadmap for decision-​making, policy 
implementation, and investment aligned with political and 
sustainability objectives.

Transition to Circular Economy – 
Strategy of the City of Maribor
Circular Economy Partnership

This local strategy offers a replicable model for cities transitioning to circular 
systems. It maps out priority areas, stakeholder roles, and policy instruments 
needed to implement circular practices in urban governance.

Local Level

National Level

Better 
Funding

Better 
Regulation

Better 
Knowledge

Policy Brief
A short, focused document that 
synthesizes key insights, evidence, and 
policy implications on a specific urban 
issue for decision-​makers.

Supports evidence-​informed policymaking by delivering 
concise and actionable messages to policymakers and 
stakeholders at local, national, or EU levels.

ESPON Policy Brief – Re-​use of Spaces and 
Buildings
Culture and Cultural Heritage Partnership

This brief explores the reuse of underutilised buildings as a circular economy 
strategy, offering recommendations for EU, national, and local governments based 
on findings from ESPON research.

Better 
Regulation

Better 
Knowledge

National Level

EU Level

Policy Mapping
A structured overview and comparison of 
existing policies, legal frameworks, and 
institutional arrangements across 
different countries or governance levels.

Helps identify similarities, divergences, and opportunities 
in current policy landscapes to inform future alignment, 
coordination, or action planning.

Mapping of Current Heritage Re-​use 
Policies and Regulations in Europe
Culture and Cultural Heritage Partnership

This policy mapping identifies and analyses heritage re-​use policies, regulations, 
and practices across Europe. It provides an essential reference for policymakers 
and practitioners working to improve heritage-​related urban regeneration and 
adaptive reuse.

Better 
Regulation

Better 
Knowledge

National Level

EU Level

Better 
Funding

Better 
Funding

Toolkit
A practical collection of methods, 
templates, and examples to 
support implementation of urban 
policies.

Provides cities and stakeholders with actionable 
tools to apply best practices, streamline 
processes, and enhance urban governance.

The Digital Neighborhood Instrument Toolbox
Digital Transition Partnership

Local Level

National Level

Better 
Regulation

Better 
Knowledge

This action created a toolkit to help cities develop digital access points where 
residents can receive support and training to use digital public services. The toolkit 
includes templates, models, and lessons from pilot cities (Helsingborg, Oulu, Sofia).

Training Program/
Curriculum
A structured educational programme 
designed to build knowledge and skills 
among urban stakeholders on specific 
policy areas, tools, or practices.

Equips local, regional, or national stakeholders with 
the competencies needed to implement urban policies, 
through interactive learning formats.

Political Training on Climate Adaptation  
Climate Adaptation Partnership

Local Level

National Level

Better 
Regulation

Better 
Knowledge

This training programme targeted local elected officials to strengthen political 
commitment and knowledge on climate adaptation. The curriculum was aligned 
with the EU Adaptation Strategy and aimed at enabling cities to integrate climate 
resilience into local decision-​making.

Governance Model
A proposed structure or framework 
that defines how multiple actors 
coordinate, collaborate, and share 
responsibilities to implement urban 
policies or deliver services.

Improves multi-​level and cross-​sector cooperation by 
establishing clear roles, procedures, and mechanisms for 
decision-​making, participation, and resource allocation.

Talent Office 
Jobs and Skills in the Local Economy 
Partnership

Local Level

National Level

Better 
Regulation

The Talent Office model provides an integrated governance structure to match local 
talent supply and demand. It includes a Talent Observatory, Lifelong Career Guidance 
programme, Skills Academy, and a digital platform. This model facilitates collaboration 
between local government, businesses, education providers, and jobseekers.

Set of Common 
Indicators
A harmonised set of metrics designed to 
provide a shared reference framework 
for measuring and comparing key aspects 
of urban development across different 
contexts.

Enables coherent monitoring and evaluation by offering cities 
and Member States a common language to track progress on 
urban goals such as land use, greening, and social inclusion.

Net Land Take Indicators
Sustainable Use of Land and Nature-​Based 
Solutions Partnership

This action developed a set of indicators to measure net land take while considering 
urban greening and re-​naturalisation. The indicators support spatial planning 
decisions and help assess the environmental impacts of urban expansion and 
regeneration at various levels.

Better 
Regulation

Better 
Knowledge

Local Level

National Level

EU Level

Measurement & 
Evaluation Tool
A structured framework or tool designed 
to assess, track, and evaluate progress, 
impact, or performance of urban policies, 
interventions, or conditions over time.

Supports evidence-​based policymaking by enabling 
cities and institutions to measure outcomes, identify 
gaps, and improve the effectiveness of urban actions.

Health Impact Assessment Tool
Air Quality Partnership

Local Level

National Level

Developed to help local policymakers quantify the health benefits and costs of 
urban planning measures, this downloadable tool uses local data to perform health 
impact assessments. It includes guidance materials and has helped cities integrate 
public health into air quality planning.

Better 
Regulation

Better 
Knowledge

Online Repository
An online tool or interface that collects, 
organises, and shares knowledge, data, 
good practices, or resources to support 
urban policy and practice.

Enables continuous knowledge exchange and access 
to curated content by cities and stakeholders, 
fostering replication, learning, and collaboration 
across territories.

Digital Skills Map
Jobs and Skills in the Local Economy 
Partnership

Better 
Knowledge

This online repository collects and shares best practices in digital skills development 
in vocational and further education. The platform promotes continuous learning and 
helps local authorities improve their digital training and employment initiatives.

Database of Practices
A curated collection of examples, case 
studies, or models that illustrate how 
cities implement specific urban policies 
or actions.

Facilitates knowledge exchange by showcasing tested 
solutions, operational models, and success stories that 
cities can learn from and adapt to their own contexts.

Urban Resource Centre Classification
Circular Economy Partnership

Better 
Knowledge

This database maps and classifies Urban Resource Centres across Europe, 
highlighting best practices in waste prevention, re-​use, and citizen engagement. It 
supports cities in adopting circular solutions based on peer experiences.

Local Level

National Level

Funding Guide
A resource that maps available funding 
instruments and financial mechanisms 
to support cities in implementing 
specific urban policies or projects.

Helps urban stakeholders identify, navigate, and 
combine EU, national, and private funding 
sources relevant to their objectives.

Circular City Funding Guide
Circular Economy Partnership

An online tool to help cities identify and access funding and financing opportunities 
for circular economy initiatives. It offers structured guidance on EU funds, national 
instruments, and innovative financing models.

Local Level

EU Level

Better 
Funding

Better 
Knowledge

Advisory Board
A structured group of independent or 
community-​based experts that provides 
strategic guidance, feedback, and 
advocacy to inform policymaking, 
programme design, and implementation.

Brings underrepresented voices into the policy process, 
helping shape inclusive and evidence-​informed urban 
policies through lived experience and thematic expertise.

European Migrant Advisory Board
Inclusion of Migrants and Refugees 
Partnership

Better 
Funding

Better 
Regulation

Better 
Knowledge

Composed of nine experts with migrant or refugee backgrounds, the Board served 
as a bridge between local realities and EU policymaking. It conducted a cross-​
country consultation (“Ask the People”) and advocated for improved housing access, 
skill recognition, and more participatory integration policies.

Local Level

National Level

EU Level

A small-​scale, real-​life implementation of a 
policy idea, method, or service to test its 
feasibility, refine its approach, and assess 
its impact before broader rollout.

Demonstrates proof of concept by generating practical 
insights, identifying barriers, and informing scaling-​up 
strategies through real-​world experimentation.

Deployment Desks for Retrofitting
Energy Transition Partnership

Pilot “deployment desks” were established in Navarra to support municipalities and 
property owners in planning and implementing building retrofits. These desks acted 
as advisory hubs and project development units, helping cities operationalise 
energy transition goals at the local level.

Local Level

Pilot Project

Better 
Regulation

Better 
Knowledge

Seminar/Webinar
A structured, time-​bound knowledge-​
sharing event—​online or in person—​that 
presents urban policy insights, case 
studies, or project outcomes and 
facilitates discussion among stakeholders.

Disseminates knowledge, sparks dialogue, and builds 
capacity by bringing together urban practitioners, 
policymakers, researchers, and civil society around a 
focused topic.

Nature Restoration Regulation 
Webinar Series
Greening Cities Partnership

Local Level

National Level

Better 
Funding

Better 
Regulation

Better 
Knowledge

A six-​part webinar series engaging cities and experts across Europe on how to 
implement urban targets under the EU Nature Restoration Law. Topics ranged from 
spatial planning to citizen engagement and financing. Recordings, presentations, 
and policy inputs were made publicly available.

Awareness Raising
Campaign
A coordinated communication effort aimed 
at increasing public or stakeholder 
understanding, interest, or support for 
specific urban issues, policies, or solutions.

Mobilises attention, shapes perceptions, and promotes 
behavioural or policy change by engaging targeted audiences 
through accessible, compelling messaging.

Raising Awareness for Public Libraries
Culture and Cultural Heritage Partnership

This campaign highlighted the societal value of public libraries, demonstrating their 
role in education, inclusion, and democracy. It positioned libraries as vital local 
infrastructure and advocated for their integration into EU and national urban 
development policies.

Better 
Knowledge

Local Level

National Level

EU Level

E-​learning Platform
An online educational environment 
designed to deliver structured learning 
content on specific urban policy topics to 
diverse audiences.

Enhances the capacity of urban stakeholders by offering 
accessible, flexible training modules that support 
continuous learning and skill development.

E-​learning Platform on Innovative and 
Responsible Public Procurement

This interactive platform provides structured modules covering the principles, 
strategies, and tools for implementing responsible public procurement. It includes 
case studies, video tutorials, and quizzes to support knowledge retention and is 
accessible to local, regional, and national stakeholders across the EU.

Local Level

National Level

Better 
Knowledge

Video Animation
A short, visually engaging animated 
video that communicates the goals, 
processes, and results of a policy, action, 
or project in an accessible format.

Raises awareness, simplifies complex topics, and supports 
outreach and advocacy by translating key messages into 
easily understandable and shareable content.

Innovative and Responsible Public 
Procurement Video Animation

Short video about Urban Agenda Partnership on Innovative and Responsible Public 
Procurement, about the Action Plan 2025-2028 and outcomes of the previous Action 
Plans of the period 2017-2024. How to boost Innovation, Circular Economy, Energy 
Transition, Sustainability, Social Responsibility, Gender equality, Green Mobility using 
Public Procurement as a strategic tool.

Local Level

National Level

EU Level

Better 
Knowledge

Podcast
An audio series or episode featuring 
interviews, expert insights, and 
discussions on specific urban topics, 
policies, or project experiences.

Disseminates knowledge, promotes dialogue, and engages 
diverse audiences by showcasing voices from cities, 
practitioners, and policymakers.

Urban Voices – Podcast Series 
by the Urban Innovative Actions

"Urban Voices" is a podcast series associated with the Urban Innovative Actions (UIA) 
initiative, which is a European Union program that funds innovative urban 
development projects. The podcast focuses on sharing insights and experiences from 
these projects, exploring topics like urban mobility, poverty, culture, and sustainable 
land use. 

Local Level

National Level

EU Level

Better 
Knowledge

Brochure
A concise, visually engaging publication 
designed to communicate key messages, 
findings, or proposals to a broad audience, 
often in support of awareness-​raising or 
dissemination efforts.

Raises visibility and understanding of urban challenges 
and solutions by presenting information in an 
accessible, user-​friendly format.

Brochure: Building Stock of High 
Conservation Value
Culture and Cultural Heritage Partnership

This brochure promotes the reuse of existing building stock with high conservation 
value and includes key concepts, definitions, and good practices. It is designed to 
support local authorities in identifying and integrating heritage assets into circular 
economy strategies.

Better 
Knowledge

Local Level

National Level

EU Level

Report
A detailed analytical document that 
presents findings, evidence, or 
research insights on a specific 
urban policy issue or theme.

Supports evidence-​based policymaking by 
offering in-​depth assessments, data analysis, and 
conclusions that inform strategy development 
and implementation.

Report on Urban Deprivation and 
Poverty Observatories in the EU
Urban Poverty Partnership

Better 
Knowledge

This report maps the landscape of urban deprivation and poverty observatories 
across the EU. It assesses how data and monitoring systems can support evidence-​
based policymaking to address urban poverty. It identifies key indicators, 
methodologies, and institutional models to strengthen urban knowledge 
infrastructures at all levels.

Local Level

National Level

EU Level

Local Level

National Level

Manual
A practical guide that explains how 
to apply a specific tool, method, or 
policy instrument through step-​by-​
step instructions, definitions, and 
use cases.

Supports end users—​especially local authorities and 
practitioners—​in effectively deploying technical 
instruments or procedures by offering operational 
clarity and structured guidance.

User Manual for the Self-​Assessment 
Tool on Urban Security
Security in Public Spaces Partnership

Local Level

National Level

This handbook provides guidance for cities and regions on how to identify and 
transform underused or abandoned buildings through circular and sustainable 
strategies. It promotes models like Urban Re-​use Agencies and highlights best 
practices from cities like Oslo and Prato.

Guidebook
A structured resource that explains policy 
concepts, procedures, and tools, offering 
direction for their application in planning, 
assessment, or regulatory contexts.

Helps urban stakeholders navigate complex 
frameworks by clarifying legal provisions, outlining 
methodologies, and presenting options for informed 
policy and planning decisions.

Guidebook on Including Land Take and Soil 
Properties in Impact Assessment Procedures
Sustainable Land Use & NBS Partnership

Local Level

National Level

This guidebook provides methodologies, definitions, and legal references for 
incorporating land take and soil criteria in Strategic and Environmental Impact 
Assessments. It gathers best practices across EU countries and includes 
recommendations for embedding these approaches into national procedures.

Better 
Regulation

Better 
Knowledge

Better 
Regulation

Better 
Knowledge

Better 
Regulation

Better 
Knowledge

https://portico.urban-initiative.eu/guidelines/urban-agenda-eu/handbook-sustainable-and-circular-re-use-spaces-and-buildings-5450
https://portico.urban-initiative.eu/guidelines/urban-agenda-eu/handbook-sustainable-and-circular-re-use-spaces-and-buildings-5450
https://urbanagenda.urban-initiative.eu/sites/default/files/migration_files/7012_europa_decentraal_sv-b5_en_web_spreads_v2.pdf
https://www.urbanagenda.urban-initiative.eu/sites/default/files/2025-04/Greening_Cities_Position_Paper.pdf
https://www.urbanagenda.urban-initiative.eu/sites/default/files/2025-04/Greening_Cities_Position_Paper.pdf
https://living-in.eu/declaration
https://living-in.eu/declaration
https://www.nasuvinsa.es/ficheros/Rehabilitacion/200228_2_Guiadance%20Deployment%20Desks.pdf
https://urbanagenda.urban-initiative.eu/sites/default/files/migration_files/roadmap_circular_resource_efficiency_management_plan_v6.pdf
https://urbanagenda.urban-initiative.eu/sites/default/files/migration_files/roadmap_circular_resource_efficiency_management_plan_v6.pdf
https://portico.urban-initiative.eu/urban-agenda-eu/code-good-practice-designing-and-implementing-air-quality-plans-5498
https://urbact.eu/knowledge-hub/local-pact?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/c312c468-c7e0-11ea-adf7-01aa75ed71a1/language-en
https://urbanagenda.urban-initiative.eu/sites/default/files/migration_files/2018.10.23_maribors_strategy_on_circular_economy.pdf
https://urbanagenda.urban-initiative.eu/sites/default/files/migration_files/2018.10.23_maribors_strategy_on_circular_economy.pdf
https://urbanagenda.urban-initiative.eu/sites/default/files/migration_files/ntccp_-_annex_4_-_espon_policy_brief_-_re-use_of_spaces_and_buildings.pdf
https://urbanagenda.urban-initiative.eu/sites/default/files/migration_files/ntccp_-_annex_4_-_espon_policy_brief_-_re-use_of_spaces_and_buildings.pdf
https://urbanagenda.urban-initiative.eu/sites/default/files/migration_files/d_1.2_mapping_of_current_heritage_re-use_policies_and_regulations_in_europe.pdf
https://urbanagenda.urban-initiative.eu/sites/default/files/migration_files/d_1.2_mapping_of_current_heritage_re-use_policies_and_regulations_in_europe.pdf
https://portico.urban-initiative.eu/key-tools/urban-agenda-eu/digital-neighbourhood-instrument-5440
https://www.urbanagenda.urban-initiative.eu/library/action-k3-final-compilation-document-training-academy-politicians-out
https://portico.urban-initiative.eu/guidelines/urban-agenda-eu/new-tool-measuring-benefits-generated-terms-impact-citizens-health-and-living-environments-5494
https://urbanagenda.urban-initiative.eu/sites/default/files/migration_files/classification_of_urban_resource_centres_0.pdf
https://www.circularcityfundingguide.eu/
https://www.urbanagenda.urban-initiative.eu/news/restoring-urban-nature-greening-cities-partnership-launches-webinar-series-nature-restoration
https://www.urbanagenda.urban-initiative.eu/news/restoring-urban-nature-greening-cities-partnership-launches-webinar-series-nature-restoration
https://portico.urban-initiative.eu/urban-agenda-eu/action-5-raising-awareness-role-public-libraries
https://uapp.maester.com/
https://uapp.maester.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jBpKvJlSEyw&t=48s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jBpKvJlSEyw&t=48s
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/urban-voices-podcast/id1563423075
https://urbanagenda.urban-initiative.eu/sites/default/files/migration_files/cdr_201120_bebbroschuere_barrierefrei_002.pdf
https://urbanagenda.urban-initiative.eu/sites/default/files/migration_files/cdr_201120_bebbroschuere_barrierefrei_002.pdf
https://urbanagenda.urban-initiative.eu/sites/default/files/migration_files/report_about_urban_deprivation_and_poverty_-_observatories_in_the_europe.pdf
https://urbanagenda.urban-initiative.eu/sites/default/files/migration_files/report_about_urban_deprivation_and_poverty_-_observatories_in_the_europe.pdf
https://portico.urban-initiative.eu/urban-agenda-eu/action-1-results-pilot-self-assessment-tool-assess-and-measure-security-and-safety-urban-areas-5400
https://portico.urban-initiative.eu/urban-agenda-eu/action-1-results-pilot-self-assessment-tool-assess-and-measure-security-and-safety-urban-areas-5400
https://urbanagenda.urban-initiative.eu/sites/default/files/migration_files/guidebook_-_sea_eia_2020-4.pdf
https://urbanagenda.urban-initiative.eu/sites/default/files/migration_files/guidebook_-_sea_eia_2020-4.pdf


City-​to-​City 
Exchange
A peer-​learning format that enables 
one city to receive tailored advice from 
other urban authorities across Europe, 
focusing on shared challenges and 
concrete implementation support.

Fosters mutual learning and knowledge transfer 
between cities by facilitating short, targeted 
exchanges around real-​life urban policy issues 
and solutions.

This exchange focused on developing a city-​wide strategy for climate adaptation. 
Tampere sought support from Cascais, which shared practices on mainstreaming 
nature-​based solutions, stakeholder engagement, and integrating adaptation goals 
into urban planning. The visit resulted in concrete steps for Tampere to strengthen 
its climate resilience and strategy implementation.

Exchange between Tampere (FI) and 
Cascais (PT)

Better 
Knowledge

Peer
Reviews
Structured, expert-​facilitated learning 
sessions where a city receives 
constructive feedback and tailored 
advice from peers on a specific urban 
development challenge.

Supports cities to reflect on their practices, 
identify gaps and opportunities, and improve the 
design and implementation of their local policies 
and strategies.

 From 26–28 May 2025, delegations from Ostrava (CZ), Saku (EE), and Sörmland (SE) 
came together in Sweden for a Peer Review hosted by the European Urban 
Initiative. The session focused on strengthening Sustainable Urban Development 
(SUD) strategies, using the SAT4SUD self-​assessment tool and peer-​to-​peer learning 
with experts from over 10 countries.

Peer Review in Sörmland, Sweden 
(May 2025)

Better 
Knowledge

Capacity Building
Events
Workshops, seminars, and multi-​day 
gatherings designed to strengthen 
cities’ capacity to design and 
implement integrated Sustainable 
Urban Development (SUD) strategies.

Facilitates experiential learning, peer exchange, and 
expert guidance through hands-​on sessions, case 
studies, and innovation labs, empowering urban 
authorities to lead sustainable transitions.

Held in Tampere (May 2024), this two-​day event brought together around 100 
participants from across Europe to explore the role of innovation ecosystems in 
advancing urban sustainability. Through keynote panels, city-​led case workshops, 
deep dives, and study visits, cities exchanged practices on digital transitions, 
circular economy, funding strategies, and collaborative governance.

Leveraging Innovation Ecosystems for 
Sustainable Cities -​ Tampere, Finland
EUI Capacity Building Event

Better 
Knowledge

Policy Labs
Multi-​day immersive events that gather 
urban authorities, experts, and EU 
stakeholders to explore complex urban 
topics, exchange practices, and co-​
develop policy knowledge on sustainable 
urban development.

Provides a platform for evidence-​based dialogue 
and peer learning by showcasing local 
experiments and generating actionable insights 
that inform urban policy and practice.

Held in September 2024, this lab explored the role of culture and cultural heritage 
in sustainable urban development. Through site visits, interactive workshops, and 
discussions with practitioners from over 12 EU cities, participants examined how 
culture can drive community resilience, regeneration, and environmental 
sustainability. 

Leveraging Culture for Positive Urban 
Change – Chalandri, Greece
EUI Policy Lab

Capacity Building & 
Knowledge Capitalisation 
Activities

Local Level
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Local Level

EU Level
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https://www.urban-initiative.eu/capacity-building/city2city/exchange-between-cities-tampere-and-cascais-climate-change-adaptation
https://www.urban-initiative.eu/capacity-building/city2city/exchange-between-cities-tampere-and-cascais-climate-change-adaptation
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https://www.urban-initiative.eu/events/leveraging-innovation-ecosystems-sustainable-cities-eui-capacity-building-event
https://www.urban-initiative.eu/events/leveraging-innovation-ecosystems-sustainable-cities-eui-capacity-building-event
https://www.urban-initiative.eu/events/eui-policy-lab-culture-chalandri
https://www.urban-initiative.eu/events/eui-policy-lab-culture-chalandri

