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Battle of Data 
in the Cities



Toronto

https://www.bbc.com/news/technology-47815344
https://edition.cnn.com/2019/07/09/tech/toronto-sidewalk-labs-google-data-trust/index.html
https://www.theguardian.com/cities/2019/jun/06/toronto-smart-city-google-project-privacy-concerns


Barcelona

https://www.thestar.com/news/gta/2019/06/02/what-toronto-can-learn-from-barcelona-on-data-and-smart-city-projects.html
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2018/apr/05/data-valuable-citizens-silicon-valley-barcelona
https://www.wired.co.uk/article/barcelona-decidim-ada-colau-francesca-bria-decode
https://www.wired.co.uk/article/barcelona-decidim-ada-colau-francesca-bria-decode


The core idea of MyData is that 
individuals should be in control of 
their own data.

The MyData approach aims at 
strengthening digital human rights 
while opening new opportunities for 
businesses to develop innovative 
personal data based services built on 
mutual trust.

What is MyData?
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API Ecosystem Platform Model MyData Model



GDPR

Strengthen, 
harmonise and 

clarify data 
protection

Enable new 
personal data 

based services

Strengthen individual 
rights and trust 

towards data 
handling

Partly overlapping aims of the GDPR and MyData -approach



MyData for the 
Cities?
SWOT

6 cities – 3 workshops – 20+ experts
Helsinki, Oulu, Lyon, Nantes, Lille, Ruen

Link to data: https://airtable.com/shriSMLQILcsMOb3Y

https://airtable.com/shriSMLQILcsMOb3Y


Cities Are Trusted

“Users trust toward cities, 
territories and communities 

(proximity)”
– NANTES, LILLE, RUEN



Cities Have Data

“We hold personal data and 
we must be exemplary”

– LYON



Cities Are Siloed 

“Customer is "sliced" in the 
organizational structure”

– HELSINKI



Lack of Knowledge 

“Personal Data and MyData 
are quite complex subjects for 

Decision-makers, elected 
officials and citizens”

– NANTES, LILLE, RUEN



Innovative Services

“Predictive services → citizens 
get service offers instead of 

need to apply for services (i.e. 
daycare place for a child)”

– HELSINKI



Collaboration
“Wide range of working 

collaboration networks in EU 
level and nationally; 

significant amount of work 
has been done already”

– OULU



Competition 

“Private actors (GAFA) offer 
services competing with cities, 

but without the "general 
interest" aspect”

– "NANTES, LILLE, RUEN"



Digital Divide 

“A project that could exclude 
citizens who do not know/are 
not interested in the issue of 

personal data.”
– OULU



STRENGTHS

Cities Are Trusted
Cities Have Data

Close to Citizens..

WEAKNESSES

Cities Are Siloed 
Lack of Knowledge and 

Expertise

Unclear Ownership..

OPPORTUNITIES

Innovative City Services
Collaboration in Ecosystems

Enabling EU Environment..

THREADS

Competition from the Giants
Digital Divide

Legal Limits..



More about 
MyData...



mydata.org/declaration
mydata.org/papers

mydata.org/slack
mydata.org/join





Up to 1000 people  40+ countries  3 days      

Helsinki, Finland
Sep 25 - 27th, 2019
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